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effect, a kingdom like this, which has no constituent
foundation, will be cruelly agitated, should the winds of
Court begin to blow; and should the Duke, who has
formed himself without having studied in the school of
adversity, and whose reason and sagacity it is impossi-
ble to speak too highly of, fear to reverse the whole
system of his mode of life. But he does not start at
difficulties; and he is too much interested in the pros-
perity of Prussia not to seek to obtain influence
there.

It does not appear to me probable that the first six
months, or even the first year, should produce any change,
or do more than prepare for change. The Duke has
repeatedly assured me that all the Protestant powers of
Germany, and a great part of the Catholic, would in-
controvertibly be in the interest of France, whenever the
latter should fully convince the Germanic body of her
amicable intentions; and when I asked what pledges
should be given us that the high part with which the
Elector of Hanover was invested, in the confederation
of the Princes, should not sway the Cabinet of Berlin to
the side of the English, and should not become an in-
vincible impediment to any sincere union between Ver-
sailles and Prussia, he clearly showed me, so as not to
admit of reply, that the Germanic league would never
have existed, or at least would never have assumed its
present form, had it not been for the ambiguity of our
conduct, relative to the Schelde, to Bavaria, and to the
Oriental system. He added that the Elector of Hanover,
and the King of England, were two very distinct per-
sons: and that the English and the Germans were great
strangers to each other.

Here I ought to observe that, in my opinion, the Duke
overacts his part, whenever he speaks of depressing
England, which I well know he loves; and that perhaps
because he feels his family connections may, in this
respect, render him more liable to suspicion. In a word,
I cannot too often repeat that they do not appear to
have confidence in us, but that such confidence is very
sincerely desired; and that the more because the Emperor,
unsupported by France, is not held in the least dread, not there avowed that while thisself to Brunswick, and attaching
